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semi-desert regions between the shores of the Caspian and the
Tian Shan Mountains.
The Kalmucks, on the other hand, are of Mongolian origin,
and made the last Asiatic invasion of the East European
Plain. They were subdued by the Russians in the seventeenth
century, and most of them retreated into Asia. To-day only
small groups remain near the Volga.
The Tartar people, however, have not usually remained
as either pure ethnic or pure linguistic groups. Finnish
tribes, such as the Finns and Karelians of Karelia, and the
Esths, are well known. But the descendants of Finnish tribes
can still be found in the Novgorod, Tver, and Perm districts,
as well as between the Vyatka and Kama rivers (the Votiaks)
and among the Komi and Nentsi described above. They
also extended southward along the Volga, where they came
into contact with the Tartars. The Marii and Mordovians
are of Finnish origin. But in several cases they have been
assimilated by the Tartar invaders. Votiaks and Marii, for
example, are found among the Bulgars of the Volga. The
Chuvash are believed to be of Finnish origin, although they
have adopted a Turkic language. The Bashkirs are of similar
origin, but have been considerably mixed with the Tartars.
An interesting community which has no connexion with
either Slavs, Finns, or Tartars is that of the Volga Germans,
who fled from religious persecution in their homeland and
emigrated to the Volga during the reign of Catherine the
Great (1762-96).
In the Caucasus there is a large number of different national
groups, each with its own language and traditions. Their
origin varies. There are Turkic and Alpo-Carpathian ele-
ments, and some groups with very obscure origin. Each
group, cut off from the other by mountains, has developed a
very strong national consciousness, which was reflected in
the past in the continual strife and wars of the Caucasian
peoples.1 This continued until the Soviet Government gave
1 See Chapter XVI. W. E. D. Allen gives a brief summary of the
ethnology of the Caucasus m his article "The Caucasian Borderland"
(Geographical Journal, vol. xcix, Nos. 5, 6 (May-June 1942)).